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oy 


REMARKS 


Some Eminent Paflages in the Life of 


THE 


Famed Mr. Blood. 


Have endeavoured as far as in me lies, to fatisfie 

YI&@/ your Curiolity, in reference to that account, which 
ISS you were pleaſed to require of me, concernin 
ki} the moſt memorable Actions of Colonel Blood's 

#< Life; a perſon who has given the world no ſmall 
occaſion of Diſcourſe : wherein if I have not had 
the happineſs punEually to anſwer your ExpeCta- 
tions, you muſt impure it tomy Juſtice that would 
take nothing upon Report and Rumours, but only 
what was DiCtated to me from the Mouths of one or two of his moſt 
intimate friends. 

His Birth was ſuch as gave him thoſe advantages that 
uſually diſtinguiſh a man from the Vulgar. For though Wit, and Parts, 
Courage, and Strength are not Hereditary to the Gentility, yer is it 
a great felicity to be born of ſuch Parents, as areabove thoſe wants 
that deprive them of beſtowing the benefits of Education upon their 
Children; and fo far from the reproaches of Poverty, that they are 
never ſpoken of by the world, but with a decent and becoming Cha- 
rater, Such were Mr. B/oods Parentage, ſerious, honeſt, andofno 
inferiour Credit, and Poſleſſions in. the Country where they lived. 
Which made them take that care, that their Offspring ſhould not de- 
generate from the vertues and repute of his Anceſtors, by forming 
and ſhaping his conditions according to the Rules of a ſtri&t and ſober 
Education, which had that Influence upon him, as to preferve him 
irom thoſe Extravagancies that uſually attend upon mettall'd and aCtive 
9pirits. Inſomuch that the Great people in /reland, who at that time 
fate at the helm of Afﬀairs, thought fit to put him into the Commiſdi- 
on of the. Peace before he was two and twenty years of Age. A-ſign 
they had a-good opinion of his early Conduct of himſelf, who made 
lim the Judge and Puniſher of the Vices and Miſcarriages of others. 
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Nor did he fail their ExpeCtations ; for all the while he was in this 
Station, he won both eſteem and favour of them who at that time 
were the chief Rulers of the 7riſh Nation, eſpecially from Zexry 
Cromwel, by whom he was look'd upon, as a perſon fit for employ- 
ment and promotion. For indeed the main uſe which he made of his 
Authority was to afſert and uphold, as much as lay in his power, the 
Proteſtant and Ergliſb Intereit inthat Kingdom ; in order whereunto 
he manag'd his zeal with that prudence, which was then look'd upon 
as a kind of wonder conſidering his years. , 

He Married in England, a young Lancaſhire Gentlewoman, the 
Daughter of one Mr. Holcraft, by whom he had ſeveral Children. 

During his abode in Eng/and then the Stage of a Bloody and Rebel- 
lious War, he gave his Prince all the aſſiſtance his perſonal Valor was 
capable to afford him ; wherein he performed ſeveral pieces of good 
Service. 

Much about that time Colonel Rainsborough was ſlain at Doncaſter 
by a party of Royaliſts that had made a Sally out of Pontfraitt, then 
Beſfieged by Sir Edward Rhodes and the County Forces. This was 
done as the ſaid Colonel was in his Inn, with all his Myrmidons about 
him, upon the prerence of delivering him a Letter from Cromwel. 
Their intention was only to have taken him Priſoner, and have car- 
ried him through his own Leaguer which he retuſing they piſtoll'd 
him in his Chamber and ſo departed. _ This being a bold and deſperate 
adventure, Mr. Blood was by moſt people adjudged the Contriver 
and Affociate in the Enterprize ; bur he having ſo trequently diſowned 
the Fact himſelf, it would be a Crime to impute the Honors of other 
men, to a Valour that has no need of thoſe ſhitts. 

Upon the Kings Reſtauration, Mr. Blood returns again for Treland. 
But being diſguſted by ſome hard uſage, which he thought done him 
by the Courr of Claims, who made no haſt to reſtore [h his Land 
that had been taken from him; whereby he ſaw himſelt ſtripped of all, 


; his Wite and Children ſent a begging, and himſelf Outlaw'd. He 


went to the 7riſh, Scots, and diſcontented Engliſh, who being juſt 
ready to brake looſe, and wanting a Head, were not a little glad of 
his appearance ; fo that they not only very highly Careſſed him, but 
having a more than ordinary Confidence in his Conduct and Prudence, 
they made him their General, and ſurrendred their Obedience. to him 
in all things. So that now become a petty Prince, he beganto put 
his complaints into Form, and Method, publickly to throw his De- 
clarations abroad, and to make his demands of redreſs. Which not 
being anſwered according to their expeQations, they puſh'd forward, 
believing there was no better way, to render themſelves formi- 
dable, and by that means to draw their Enemy to a good Compo- 
ſition. In proſecution of which deſign they ran themſelves into a 
Plot tor the ſurprize of Dublin Caſtle. For which his Brother in law, 
Mr. Leckey, who was deep in the Confederacy, being at lengrh taken, 
was Sentenc'd, and accordingly Executed, 

In this Tragedy happen'd ſomething of a Comical diſturbance. 
There was at that time to ſee the Execution, which is common, 
a confluence of above two Thouſand people. At what time 
a rumor was ſpread among the people that Mr. Blood was conny 
with 
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with a Party to the reſcue of his Brother. The people no ſooner heard 
this, but, as there is oftimes a vain and idle Terror that poſleſſes the 
mind of the filly Multitude, conſternated with ſome ſtrange fury that 
threaten'd them, they all ran and diſpers'd themſelves from the Gibbet. 
Nay the Executioner himſelf left his Station and took his Flight, be- 
lieving that he ſhould be firſt aimed at, leaving the perſon that was 
to ſufter, in the dreadful poſture of a perſon —— or his untimely 
Death, the Rope about his Neck, and no body to do the Office ; fo that 
had any thing of reſiſtance been made, the unfortunate Gentlemans 
delivery had been caſie. 

This deſign was to have been put in execution the one and twentieth 
of May, the Duke of Ormond being firſt to have been ſeized. To which 
purpoſe diverſe perſons with Petitions in their hands were to have 
waited in the Caſtle, while about fourſcore Foot, in the diſguiſe of 
Handi-crafts-men waited without, whoſe buſineſs it was to trifle about 
in expeQtation of an opportunity to ſurprize the Guards. The Plot 
being diſcovered, 500 /. a head was vrofſer'd tor the apprehenſion of 
the Ringleaders. 

Mr. Blood being thereupon forced to flie for theſe things, made 
his Eſcape into Z7o//and, where upon his continuance in thoſe parts for 
ſome time, he became at length well known to that great and Famous 
Admiral, De Ruyter, who, though the greateſt Enemy the Engliſh 
had, in reſpe& of his Conduct and Succeſs, which many times put 
a ſtop tothe Current of their Viftories, yet had that generous kindneſs 
and love for a Nation ſo long in a bloody Competition with his Coun- 
try, that he could not chooſe but frequently declare it to ſeveral, but 
more particularly to Mr. Blood, whom he was pleaſed to admit often 
into his Society, and honoured with an Entertainment anſwerable to 
that reſpe& and affe&tion which he bore the Nation of England. 

To whom that great Admiral was ſo kind as to give him an ac- 
count ofhis own Miraculous deliverance, which a friend of mine had 
from Mr. Blood's own Mouth. Which was thus. 

That renowned Perſon de Ruyter being born of mean Parentage, 
the greateſt part of his Fathers ſubſtance being two Horſes, with which 
he ſupplied the wants of his Family by the uſual labour of that Coun- 
try, which was about two Miles diſtance from Berghen up Zome ; 
it happen'd that both his Fathers horſes were taken from him by cer- 
tain Troops of the Dutch Army, and carried to their Camp in Flax- 
ders. This loſs being ſo conſiderable to De Rayters Father, who 
thereby ſaw himſelf and his Family totally ruin'd, he made haſt after 
them to the Camp, but finding his addreſſes fruitleſs by the delays and 
neglect of the Officers, he revived upon a more m_ way of Repa- 
ration, which was privately to regain his own from thoſe that had 
robb'd him by a more juſtifiable ſtealth. And having difcovered 
where his horſes were, he watched his opportunity, ſecretly con- 
veyed them away, and carried them to a place ſomewhat remote from 
his own Houſe. 

The Soldiers miſſing their Booty, and concluding the Owner had 
them again, returned in the night with an intention to have taken 
them away a ſecond time. But being diſappointed, in revenge they 
ſet on fire the poor Thatch'd Cottage about the Ears of the ſleeping 
havitants. B In 
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In the Horror of this ſurprize, while the awaken'd Father, Mother, 
and fervant, endeavoured to fave themſelves by breaking through the 
Flames, with that care of Self-preſervation, which is common to all 
Creatures, and which at the ſame time puts all the Faculties of the Me- 
mory and Underſtanding into a ſtrange contuſion, the poor helpleſs 
Infant, afterwards the Glory and Prelerver of his Country, lay void 
of ſaccour in his Swadling bands faſt afleep in an upper Room. But 
the Mother now free her ſelf, remembring the Danger of her only Dar- 
ling, with a Maſculine contempt of the threatning Tx of the Enter- 
prize,and aſſiſted by that high Prote&ion which ſaved the Children in 
thefiery Furnace, ſhe threw her ſelf through the Compaſſtonleſs Flames 
into the houſe again, reſolv'd to live or die with the only hopes and 
comfort of her lite. 

And ſo having broken through the Smoak and Flames into the upper 
Room ſhe firſt threw the Child out at Window into a ſheet, held b 
the Father and the Servant to receive his tender Bones, and afterwards 
jumpt out her ſelt. 

Thus faving from the Flames the Perſon, that was deſigned Sala- 
mander-like to ſpend the chiefeſt part of his days in Fire and Smoak. 
A remarkable Story concerning that great Perſon for which we are . 
beholding only to Mr. Blood, Converſe with him, as being quite 
omitted, or elſe unknown to the Author that publiſhed his Lite in 
Holland. 

Returning out of Zolaxd into England he fell in with the Fife- 
Monarchy-men , reſolving to venter all in the bottom ot their Intereſt, 
He found them to be a bold and daring ſort of people like himſelf, 
and their Principles ſo ſuting with his diſcontents, that he judg'd them 
very proper for his Management. For it was his Maxim, never to put 
his confidence in any that were not engag'd either by Principle or In- 
tereſt to his Deſigns. 

Theſe people it is well known had laid a Deſign, not confin'd to 
one Quarter, but almoſt general all over Exg/and; it was ſaid to be 
firſt contriv'd in the Biſhoprick of Durham from whence the Conta- 
gion ſpread it ſelf into Torkſhire, Suffolk and ſeveral other Countries 
in the Weſt of Exgland; between all which places ſeveral Correſpon- 
dencies were held, and Agents employed under the binding Obliga 
tions of Oaths of Secrecy. Their pretences were the oppoſal of Exciſe, 
Subſidies, &c. to reeſtabliſh a Goſpel Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, to 
reſtore the Long Parliament, and laſtly to Curb the Gentry, Clergy, 
and Lawyers. 

Sometime before this, at London fate a ſecret Committee, of which 
Mr. Blood was chief, to carry on ſome great Deſign, which he then 
had in his head LN I cannot learn that he was ever concerned in the 
Plot more than tor his friend, as you ſhall hear anon )) This Com- 
mittee for their ſecurity, had always a private Court of Guard abroad, 
ſeldom leſs than thirty out a day. At this Committee all Orders 
were given out, all manner of Intelligence was brought, examined, 
and all things ſifted anddebated in reference to their Grand Deſign. 

But as there ſeldom happens any Contederacy wherein there are 
not ſome falſe Brethren, two of their Gang, whether out ofremorlſe, 
or for hopes of reward, had begun to make tome diſcovery of this pro- 
zect 
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jet at Court. But it happen'd that Mr. Blood who was always vigilant 
and active in his Afﬀairs had got the Wind of theſe two Deſertors, and 
was therefore reſolved to prevent them if he could. 

To which purpoſe he appoints to meet the two perſons, whom he 
had more than reaſon to ſuſpe&, at a certain Tavern in the City, who 
were no ſooner come according to their Summons, but he took them 
both Priſoners, and from thence carried them to a certain place of 
darkneſs, which they had found out and hired for their Conve- 
niency. 

In this place Mr. Blood very formally calls a Court-Martial of his 
own, and tries the two men for their lives; who being before ſuch 
judges, were ſoon found Guilty, and Sentenc'd to be ſhot to Death 
within two days in the ſame place. When the time for Executiori 
came, they were both brought to the Stake, and being without any 
other hopes, were forc'd to prepare for Death. But then at the very 
point of deſpair, Mr. Blood was ſo kind as to produce thema Pardon, 
and fo releaſing and giving them their freedom, bid them go to their 
Maſter, and tell him what they had done ; and withal, that they 
ſhould requeſt him in the name of the Confederates, to be as favoura- 
ble to his Soldiers, when they fell under his Mercy. 

But it being impoſſible to hold out long in theſe mutinous courſes 
of life, where nothing was a&ed, but by the DiCtates of diſcontent, 
he betakes himſelf to a more ſafe and quiet way to get a Livelyhood. 
To which purpoſe he ſettled his Wife and his Eldeſt Son in an Apothe- 
caries ſhop, where they liv'd by the names of Weſton ; while he him- 
ſelf turns Do&tor by the name of Aylif, and retiring to Rumford 
practiſed Phy ſick there for a long time. 

By this time the Northern-Plot came to be fully diſcovered, where- 
in asT faid before, I cannot learn Mr. Blood to have been any way 
concerned, but only in the Reſcue of his Friend. 

Upon the Diſcovery of this Conſpiracy, ſeveral of the Confederates 
were Apprehended, Tried, and Executed. Among thoſe that were 
apprehended, was one Captain Maſon, a perſon for whom Mr. B/ood 
had a particular affe&tion and Friendſhip. This perſon was tobe re- 
moved from London to one of the Northern Counties in order to his 
Trial at the Aſſiſes ; and to that intent was ſent down with eight of 
the Dukes Troop to Guard him, being reckon'd to be a perſon bold 
and Couragious. Mr. Blood having notice of this journey, reſolves 
by the way to reſcue his friend. The Priſoner and his Guard went 
away in the morning, and Mr. Blood having made choice of three 
more of his acquaintance, ſet forward the ſame day at night without 
Boots, upon ſmall Horſes, and their Piſtols in their Trouſes to pre- 
vent ſuſpicion. But opportunities are not ſo eaſily had, neither were 
ali places convenient. So that the Convoy and their Priſoner were 
gone a good way beyond Newark, before Mr. Blood and his friends 
had any ſcent of the Priſoner. At one place they ſet a Sentinel to 
watch his coming by ; but whether it was out of fear, or that the per- 
ſon was tired with a tedious expeCtation, the Sentinel brought them 
no Tidings either of the Priſoner or his Guard. Inſomuch that Mr. 
Blood and his Companions began to think their friend fo far betore 
them upon the road, that it would bein vain to tollow lim. FH 
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And yet not willing to give over an Enterprize fo generouſly under- 
taken, upon Mr. Bloods encouragement they rode on, though deſpair- 
ing of ſucceſs, till finding it grow toward evening, and meeting with 
a convenient Inn upon the Road in a ſmall Village not tar from Don- 
caſter, they reſolved to lie there all night, and retura tor London the 
next morning. In that Inn they had not fate long ina Room next the 
ſtreeet, condoling among themſelves the ill ſucceſs of ſuch a tedious 
journey, and the misfortune of their Friend, before the Convoy came 
thundring up to the door of the fame Inn with their Priſoner ; in re- 
gard that Captain Maſon had made choice of that Inn, as being beſt 
known to him, to give his Guardians the refreſhment of a dozen of 
Drink. There Mr. Blood, unſeen, had a full view of his friend and the 
perſons he had to deal with. He had beſpoke a ſmall Supper, which 
was at the fire, ſo that he had but very little time for Conſultation, 
finding that Captain Maſon's Party did not intend to alight : ſo that he 
onely gave general direCtions to his Aſſociates to follow his example 
in whatever they faw him do. In haſt therefore they called for their 
Horſes, and threw down their Mony for the reckoning, telling the 
woman of the Houſe, that ſince they had met with ſuch good Com- 
pany, they were reſolved to go forward, 

Captain Maſon went off firſt upon a ſorry Beaſt, and with him the 
Commander of the Party and four more ; the reſt ſtaid behind to make 
an end of their liquor ; then away marched one more ſingle; and in 
a very ſmall time after, the laſt two. By this time Mr. Blood, and one 
of his friends being horſed, followed the two that were hindmoſt and 
ſoon overtook them. Theſe four rode ſome little time together, Mr. 
Blood onthe right hand of the two Soldiers, and his friend on the lett. 
But upon a ſudden Mr. Blood laid hold of the reins of the Horſe next 
him, whilehis friend in obſervation of his direCtions, did the ſame on 
the other hand, and having preſently by ſurpriſe diſmounted the Sot- 
diers, pull'd off the Bridles, and ſent the Horſes to pick their Graſs 
where they pleaſed. Theſe two being thus made fure off, Mr. Blood 
purſues his Game, intending to have reached the ſingle Trooper. But 
he being got to the reit of his fellows, now reduced to ſix anda Barber 
of Tork that Travelled in their Company, Mr. Blood made up, heads 
the whole Party, and ſtops them. Of which ſome of the toremoſt 
looking upon him to beeither Drunk or Mad, thought the rebuke of a 
Switch to be a ſufficient Chaſtiſement of ſuch a raſh preſumption, 
which they exerciſed with more contempt than fury, till by the rude- 
neſs of his Complements he gave them to underſtand, that he was not 
in jeſt, but in very good earneſt. He was ſoon Seconded by his triend 
that was with him in the firſt Exptoit. But there had been ſeveral 
rough blows dealt between the unequal number of fix to two, betore 
Mr. Bloods two other friends came in to aſſiſtance. Nay, I may fate- 
ly fay ſeven to two. For the Barber of Tork, whether out of his natu- 
ral propenſity tothe Sport, or that his Pot-valiantneſs had made him fo 
generous to help his Fellow-travellers, would needs ſhew his valour at 
the beginning of the Fray. But better he had been at the latter end ol a 
Feaſt, tor though he ſhewed his Prudence to take the ſtronger fide.as he 
gueſt by the number ; yet becauſe he would take no warning which 
was often given him,not to put himſelf to the hazard ot loſing a Ghittar 
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finger, by medling in a buſineſs that nothing concerned him, he loſt 
his life, in regard they were forced to diſpatch him in the firſt place, 
for giving them a needleſs trouble. | | 
The Barber being thus become a uſelefs Inſtrument, and the other of 
Mr. Bloods friends being come up, the Skirmiſh began to be very 
ſmart ; the four aſſailants having ſingled out their Champions as fairly 
and equally as they could. All this while Captain Maſon being rode 
before upon his thirty ſhilling Steed, wondring, his Guard came not 
with him, looked back, and obſerving a Combuſtion, and that they 
were altogether by the Ears, knew not what tothink. Heconjectured 
it at firſt to have been ſome intrigue upon him, as if the Troopers 
had a deſign to tempt-him to an Eſcape, which might afterwards prove 
more to his prejudice ; juſt like Cats, that with a regardleſs ſcorn ſeem 
to give the diſtreſſed Mouſe all the liberty in the world to get away 
out of their Paws, but ſoon recover their Prey again at one jump. 
Thereupon unwilling to undergo the hazard of ſuch a Tryal, he comes 
back, at what time Mr. Blood cried out to hum, Horſe, Horſe quickly. 
An Alarm fo amazing at firſt, that he could not believe it to be his 
friends voice, when he heard it ; but as the thoughts of Military men 
re ſoon Sumimon'd together, and never hold Spaxiſh Councils, 
the Captain preſently ſettled his reſolution, Mounts the next Horſe 
that wanted a Rider, and puts in for a, ſhare of his own ſelt-preſerva- 
tion. In this bloody Conflict Mr. Blood was three times unhorſed, 
occaſioned :-by his torgetfulneſs, as having omitted to new girt his 
Saddle, which the Oſtler had unlooſencd upon the wadding his Horſe 
at his firſt coming into theInn. Being then ſo often diſmounted, and 
not knowing the reaſon, which the occaſion would not give him leave 
to conſider, he reſolv'd to fight it out, on Foot. Of which two of the 
Soldiers taking the advantage, ingiee him out and drove him into a 
Court-yard, where he made a ſtand with a full Body, his Sword in 
one hand, and his Piſtol in the other. One of the Soldiers taking thar 
advantage of his open Body, ſhot him near the ſhoulder-blade of his 
Piſtol Arm, at what time he had Four other Bullets in his Body that 
he had received before. Which the Soldier obſerving, flung his dil 
charg'd Piſtol at him with that good aum and violence, that he hit 
him a ſtunning blow juſt under the Foxehead, upon the upper part of 
the Noſe between the Eyes.Which for the preſent ſo amaz'd him, that he 
gave himſelf. over for a Dead man. Yet reſolving, like a true Cock 
of the Game, to give one ſparring blow before he expir'd, ſuch is the 
ſtrange provocation and ſucceſs of deſpair, with one vigorous ſtroke of 
his Sword, he brought his adverſary with a FENROITD his Horſe, 

and laid him in a far worſe condition than himfelt at his Horles feet. 
At what time, full of anger and revenge he was juſt going to make 
an end ofhis Conqueſt by giving him the tatal Stab. Bur in that very 
Nick of time Captain Maſon, having with the help of his friends dong 
his buſineſs where they had fought, by. the Death of ſome, and the 
diſabling others that oppoſed them, came in, and bid him hold, 
and ſpare the life of one that had been the Civileſt perſon to him 
upon the road, a fortunate piece of kindneſs in the one, and of grati- 
tude in the other. Which Mr. Blood eaſily condeſcending to, by the 
joynt aſſiſtance of the Captain, the other Soldier was ſoon Maſtered 
C an 
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and the vidtory, after a ſharp Fight that laſted about two hours, was 
at length compleated, 

You may be ſure the Fight was well maintained on both ſides, 
while two of the Soldiers, beſides the Barber, were ſlain upon the place, 
three unhorſed, and the reſt wounded. And it was obſervable, that 
though the Encounter happened in a Village, where a great number 
of people were SpeCtators of the Combate, yet none would adventure 
the has of either Party, as not knowing which was in the wrong, 
or which in the right, and were therefore wary of being Arbitrators 
in ſuch a deſperate Conteſt, where they ſaw the reward of aſſiſtance, 
to be nothing but preſent Death. After the Combate was over, Mr. 
Blood and his friends divided themſelves and parted ſeveral ways. 

And it was Mr. Bloods misfortune to ride all that night and loſe 
his way, nothing but blood and gore all over from Top to Toe, before 
he could get to his friends houſe whither he deſigned, and have the 
aſſiſtance of a Surgeon, which he there obtained. The reſt got ſafe 
in ſome tew days to their ſeveral SanCtuaries. 

However, ich was the occaſion of their departure, and the neceſſity 
of their parting without Complements, that ſeveral weeks were paſt 
before they united again, or knew what became of one another. Such 
a Coherence there is between the departures of Death it ſelf, and thoſe 
occaſioned by the fear of Death. 

So ſoon as this remarkable Skirmiſh was over, Mr. Blood lay cloſe 
for a while, there being no leſs than three hundred pound ſet upon his 
head, for a reward to any perſon that ſhould apprehend him. To 
which purpoſe believing £ could be-no where 1o ſafe, as under the 
diſguiſe of a Door, hereturned again to his old Sanctuary at Rumford, 
and there fell again ro his former practice of Phy ſick. 

But whether his ative Spirit were impatient of this Quiet, or that 
the temptations of Opportunities engaged him to new Enterprizes, 
he ſeemed now deſirous to repair the Damages of his loſt Eſtate, be- 
lieving that they who either detained, or had diſpoſed of hisright ( and 
certain it is that he aſſumed to himſelf both Right and Title ) ought 
to make him fatisfaCtion. 

To this purpoſe after ſeveral Conſultations and Deliberations with 
himſeff, Mr. Blood comes to Town, and having Muſtered to his 
aſſiſtance about five or ſix perſons more, in whoſe reſolution and ſe- 
crecy he could Confide, it was reſolved at length that the perſon of the 
Duke of Ormond then living at Clarendon-houſe, at the upper end of 
the Strect leading from St. Fames's Palace ſhould be ſeized, deſigning 
to make thoſe advantages of his perſon, which they had before con- 
cluded upon. 

This Enterprize being reſolved, Mr. Blood with five more of his 
truſty Gang, being well Armed and Mounted, having ſet the Duke's 
Coach, upon the ſixth of December, in the year 1670. at night, and 
finding he was to paſs from St. James's through the Long Street to C/a- 
rendox-houſe with a very ſmall attendance, they ſoon ſecur'd the Flam- 
beaus and Lackeys that carried them, and having ſtopped the Coach, 
and made ſure of the Driver, they forc'd the Duke out of his Coach, 
and ſet him behind one of the Company, who was not then to enquire 
what he was to do with a purchaſe of that value, having _— his 

orders 
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orders before, to ride through thick and thin with him, till he got to 
the place appointed, where they would not be long abſent from him 
to have made better and more ſecure proviſion tor his farther, ad 
more private conveyance, 

An attempt which might = have ſucceeded, had it been made 
upon a perſon whoſe Courage and Valour werenot ſo eaſic to be quel- 
led. But thoſe vertues meeting in the Duke with a ſtrength propor- 
tionable ; The ſtout reſiſtance which he made, and the ſtrugling with 
his Aſaulters, gave them no ſmall trouble, and the Duke, the 
leiſure to have the News of the attempt carried to his Houſe, which 
foon brought the Porter at the Gate to his aſſiſtance. The Aſſailants 
made away for Fulham Ferry where they got over and conveyed them- 
ſelves to their places of Refuge where they lay concealed, though 
great rewards were proffered for their apprehenſion, and a Thouſand 
pound particularly ſet upon Mr. Bloods head, which took no effec, 
till his next attempt diſcovered him. 

Thus had Mr. Blood attempted ſeveral ways to repair the loſles, 
which he ſuppoſed himſelf to have ſuſtained, either from the negle& or 
rg of that Authotity,which he thought was concerned to make 

im fatistaftion. One Projett yet remained, which he was certain 
would either make or marr him; if he eſcaped he thought himſelfmade; 
it he failed inthe attempt, he knew the Enterprize would make ſuch a 
noiſe in the world, that he was ſure to be-another Heroſtratus, and to 
live in Story for the ſtrangeneſs, if not the ſucceſs of his attempts, and 
to make himſelf whole by the ſpoiles of the Eng/zſþ Crown, which 
though it lay in a fate place, the Tower, he was reſolved to fetch from 
its SanQuuary. | 

Heving therofore reſolved upon the fact, the ways of accompliſhing 
the Deſign were duly conſulted. And becauſe ſuch Enterprizes are 
not to be carried on without accomplices, he made choice of three 
or four more, who he knew would not flinch from him. 

As for his own part, he put himſelf into the habit of a Doctor of 
Divinity, with a little Band, a long falſe Beard, a Cap with Ears, and 
all thoſe other Formalities of Garb belonging to that Degree, except 
the Gown, rather chooſing to make uſe of a Cloke as being moſt pro- 
per for his purpoſe: 

Under this diſguiſe he made it his buſineſs to get acquainted with 
the Keeper of the Regalia, an Old man; he brought ſeveral perſons to 
ſee the Regalia, who were no unprofitable Gueſts. | 

He treated and careſſed the Keeper at a rate not ſo much Expenſive, 
as kind and obliging, by which means he had created ſuch a tamilia- 
rity, and intimacy with the Old man, that he took the Doctor to.be 
noWolfinSheeps-clothing,burt one of his greateſtFriends,infomuch that 
the Old man having a Son, and the Doctor pretending to have a 
Daughter, the two Parents were upon concluding a Match between 
the young people, which had proceeded fo far, that the Doctor and 
the Keeper gave each other the Appellation of Brother. 

The day before the Fa& was to be done, the Door came and in- 
formed the Old man, that he had fome friends to go out of Town the 
next morning, to whom he had promiſed a ſight of the Rega/ia that 
were in his Cuſtody, and deſired he might have the kindneſs to _ 
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fic their Cun oſity, oy perhaps the time might be not ſo ſeaſonable, 
y 


as being a little too early. 


The next morning the Dottor and two more, having prepared 
their Conveniences of a Wallet and a wooden Mallet, went directly 
to the Old man's Houſe where the Regalia lay, leaving one of their 
Companions to hold their Horſes that ſtaid for them ar the Iron 
Gate. 

The Old man no ſooner ſaw his new Brother, the Doctor and his 
friends, but he was ready to ſhew them the Civility which the Doctor 
had requeſted theday bebvre ; andaccordingly open'd the Doors where 
the Treaſure lay. 

It ſeems it is the Cuſtom of the Keeper of the Rega/ia when he ex- 
poſes them to publick view, to lock himſelf within a kind of Grate or 
Door with open Bars, to the end thoſe things of high value may be 
ſeen but not ſoyled by the Touch of ſo many people, as daily came to 
ſee thoſe precious Ornaments. 

But the Doctor and his Companions were too quick for the Old 
man, and followed him ſo cloſe at the Heels, that he had no ſooner 
opened the Door, but they were likewiſe in with him. Preſently 
they ſeized the Old man, for whom, though he ſtruggled much to 
preſerve his Reputation and the Charge he had, it was in vain tomake 
a long Reſiſtance, for they had ſoon put him beyond making a noiſe, 
as having received ſeveral unkind Knocks with the wooden Mallet. 

One of the Company was for killing the Old man outright, but 
his Brother the DoCtor would not permit fo great a peice of Barbariſm, 
as being under a diſguiſe that would have rendred the Fact doubly 
hainous, had he added Murther to Robbery under the Notion of an 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, 

Having thus got Poſſeſſion of their Purchaſe, they made flat the 
bows of the Crown to make it more Portable, and fo having conveyed 
It into their Wallet, together with the Scepter, and Dove, they be- 
gan to ſet forward. | 

But juſt in the nick of their Departure, a Soa of the. Old mans, 
who had not been in Exgland in ten years before ( ſo ſtrange a 
Providence attends the Diſcovery of great Crimes ) coming to the 
Houſe to ſee his Father, and making enquiry where he was, was told 
he was in the Treaſury ſhewing the Rega/za to ſome friends. 

Thereupon out of a zealous Impatience of filial Duty to caſt him- 
ſelf at his Fathers Knees he flew to the Place, where he was ſcon ſur- 

rized with a ſight, not more unexpected and amazing, than Sad and 
Dreadful to behold, his Father weltering in his Blood, and the Royal 
Treaſury Robb'd. 

It was no time then to make unneceſſary Lamentations, which 
would have given the Criminals liberty to lave Eſcaped, and 
therefore with a prompt and ready Courage, knowing the perſons 
again by their Habits as they went out, he preſently purſued them, 
put the Sentinels and other Soldiers upon their duty, by his Qut-cries, 
{o that although the Doctor and his friends made all the Reſiſtance 
they could, as it behoved them; yet all the Reſiſtance they could make 
was in vainin ſuch a place as that, forboth the DoCtor and his Accom- 
plices were all taken, but he that held the Horſes, who fled upon the 


Rumour, 


SY 


Rumour, and the Regalia were all recovered again, all bruiſed and 
battered, yet without the loſs of one Stone, unleſs, it were. one which 
was afterwards found by. a poor Sinder-woman, and reſtored to the 
Keeper or thoſe appointed in his ſtead, | 

This Fact being made known among the people, and aggravated 
with the Murther of the Keeper, as it was then reported, made a great 
noiſe about the Town; ſo that Mr. Blood had received ſeveral Sen- 
tences before the particulars of the Crime were fully examined. 

But the People not being the proper Judges of the Crime, Mr. Blood 
upon his Apprehenſion, was carried before his Majeſty himſelf, by 
whom he was examin'd with a Lenity and Moderation not to be 
parallelled, 

It was invain to deny a Fadt fo eaſie to be proved upon him; and 
therefore he thought it more convenient, and more ſutable with his 
Condition to appear with a reſolution, which perhaps would: much 
better have become a nobler Act. 

As the Paſſages ofhis Examination were known but to few, ſo they 
have been but to as few Communicated. 

But *tis to be preſumed that a man of'his daring andadventurous 
Courage, was not wanting to himſelf in the juſtification, as far as lay 
in his power, of the offence which he had committed. No queſtion 
but that he made a full declaration of the wrongs, injuries, and loſles 
which he had ſuſtain'd ( and men in ſuch cafes will pretend to be the 
moſt proper Judges of their own Cauſes.) and the Ditgaces and Diſap- 
pointments he had met with in reland. 

However it were, ' his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to make him 
a propoſition, that could not choſe but, be welcome to a perſon under 
his Circumſtances, by asking him this ſingle ueſtion, What if he 
ſhould grant him his life 2. to which Mr. Blood ig ſaid to havereplyed, 
That he would endeavoar to deſerve it; | 

How or which way that could be, is a Sectet, which it cannot be 
expected ſhould be here diſcuſs'd, but the Conſequences of the whole 
proceeding, which were his Pardon, not only tor himſelf, and his 
Followers, or rather - Affiſtants and Accomplices, together with his 
readmiſſion into his Majeſties favour were aſſured ſigns that he had 
given that fatisfaftion, which if they that received it were willing to 
accept no perſon elſe had reaſon to miſdoubr. 

This is evident that ſoon after Deſborough, Relſey, and others ap- 

red publickly about the Town, coming over from Zo/land and 
urrendring themſelves to his Majeſty. Which by whom ever procu- 
red, might be thought a good peice of Service at that time, when the 
two Nations of England and Holland being embroyled in opett Wars, 
the Conduct and 's of ſuch Perſons might have been ot no ſmall 
prejudice to us, and advantage to the Enemy. | 

However it was publickly taken notice of that Mr. Blood was dayly 
with the faid Perſons at the fame, at Mr. White's Coffee-Houſe behind 
the Royal Exchange , where they met in a Room by themfelves. 
So well and Gnoochy did. Mr. Blood both then and ſince behave him- 
ſelf among thoſe, that are called the Diſſenting Party; -. 

But as ingratitude isa Vice that reigns among all forts of Religions, 
and all the varieties of Opinions ; it is not without good preſumptions 

D thought; 
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thought, \that thoſewvery- people, 'that'in ſorne meaſure- may: 'be/faid, 
to have:owd> their thves ro hispaintid endeavours, have ſince beer {g 
unkind--as to prove. altogether-off- their duly rhierited acknowledg- 
ments, COP Bac yy 

What is to be ſaid as to his late troubles there is little, but what is 
already inPrint or the common Town-talk. ao 

Heſays, or elſe it is faid for him, that he wasdefired by the woman 
that keeps the St. Fohns Head,' or- Heaven-Tatvern, tocome ant ſpeak 
with her at ſuch a time. . 

Thar upon his coming to her, ſhe told him, that two ſhabby fel- 
lows hadibeen with her ſometime betore, to te} her that they had ſome- 
thing of great Conſequence, in reterence to the weltare of the publick 
to reyeal, but that they wanted a diſcreet perſon to manage it. 

Thar thereupon Mr: Blood, made anſwer that if there were an 
thing fir to be taken notice of, he would bring them to thoſe that had 
ſufficient Authority to take notice of it, and*thereupon promiſed to 
meet the perſons. | 

That upon his ſecond coming to'ſpeak with the Diſcoverers, they 
refuſed to ſpeak with him, for that underftanding; he was the perſon 
with: whom they” were to Diſcourſe, - they aver'd _ would have 
— to do with him, for that he was the'Duke of Buckingham's 

riend. = 9 | | 

That thereupon, -the- woman'of the Houſe; that Mr. Blood might 
ſee the had not: fold hima lie, 'perſwaded one of the perſons to ſhew 
himſelt to Mr. Blood.” , | 

Who to that purpoſe; as he paſſed by ſtepped into the Room'where 
Mr. Blood was, and going in, told, that he and his fellows had buſineſs 
of great' concernimente to diſcover{i but could dt: then by reaſon of 
another appointment and ſo eorfchled upon another day. © 
That Mrs. Bradley pon this came-to him to his Houſe, and told 
him the believed the fellows were Rogues and*Frapans; ant adviſed 
him to ſeize them and carry they before a Magiſtrate, 
| That Mr. Blood, iweighing the Conſequenee of the womans advice, 
and | being. inform'd by her of. their” Lodgings according to theDi- 
re&tions-of one Mr. Curtis, went to Doctor Ehamberlaid one of the 
Juſtices of the -Peace for the County'ot Mrddleſex;- and told him the 
ſtory. Who thereupon not only' gave Mr.-Blood his Warrant, but 
accompanied him til'the Execution of his Wartant, ©, 

That two. perfons-were by hin} apprehended Þy tlie names of Phi- 
lemon;; Codan, and Sarmwel Ryther,'- 0429095 ny * arch | 

That /upon their: apprehenſion; 'and firſt Examination ſeverally, 
before Dodtor Chamber hide they ſeentto wonder what he meantwhen 
he rold them, he heardthey:-knew of a Plot; "and wanted 'a Magiſtrate' 
to reveal it to. wig VU goed CH amends 1 

That:thereupon the Juſtice of the Peace told them all that Mr. Blood | 
had told -him'concerning their Diſcourſe with' Mrs.” Bradley, and their” 
appointment of meeting Mr. Blood. ..' WT ri 

That to this, one of themy wiz: Codar reptied that it'was abour. 
the Duke of Buckingham, whbYe faid/ ow'd''thetn ſeveralcthundreds * 
of pounds upon an accampt of Wages; and that they wantet#ſorhe body , 
that was able to Cope with hifi.” To whomivne' Cartis ſtanding by, 
replied, in theſe words, | How 
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How,did not Thear your ſay at ſuch a place that yon knew of a greater 
Plot yet undiſcovered than either Mr.' Oates, or Mr.' Bedloe had hi: 
therto made ont ?! to which the ſaid Coda gave no ſatisfaQtory anſwer ; 
and Ryther proteſted he knew nothing of a Plot, or any thing like 


IF; ** | 

That to all this the DoQtor'urg'd,” that it was not tobe that any 
diſcreet perſon ſhould be ſo overſeen as tointerpoſe between Maſter 
and Servant! about Wages, ' eſpecially ſo great a perfor! as the Dhke 
was, and therefore that could' not be the reaſon of their meeting'# 
Heaven. h 

That thereupon one of - them ſtarting up in a violent Paſſion before 
the Juſtice of the Peace ſwore, that he would be reyenged upon the 
Duke of Buckingham, and that he would Swear any thing that could 
tend to the doing him a prejudice, and that he himſelt would Swear 
Sodomy againſt him. 

That upon: this the: Juſtice of the Peace having told them that he 
netther did believe nor would hear any thing relating to the Duke, 
ask'd them. joyntly, what was the reaſon'they' ran' away at the ſight 
of ' Mr. Blood:at Mrs. Bradleys. To which they replied, that they 
were miſtruſtful. of him, becauſe they 'had. heard he was-the Ditke's 
triend, » GPA. _ 

That thereupon Dr. Chamberlain taking them fbt itmpertinent fel- 
lows diſmiſſed them, with direcions'to:<6nfider what they had ſaid, 
and to attend 'him at fuch- a time at his Houſe, where he would be 
ready to hear what ever: they had to diſcover concerning any Plor. . 

That accordingly they came with 6n& Whitaker and Fenks, where 
Mr. Blood, 1ikewile attended?” At-what' tne Door Chambertain 
asking them the meaning of their former ſhuffling ſtories, they replied 
they had; farther defign to/carry- on to the -good'of the publick; bur 
would cotne:to no particulars. Whetretpont Dodtor C Bamberlaty dil- 
widſed cham ws Þ an oy 07. gili9 Ab 208049108 2647 C1 LOnene 

That ſoonafter Sir WW, ſent for Mt: Blood ton Tavern'in /e- 
winſter, \whuther when he' came; he-foutid Ryther;''Cod44;' Whitaker, 
and: Jenks in Sir- Williams Company's A? whit thote od end ih, 
he found: Kythey: and Co4du';- in' x Gentile 'Equipdge!” and Alamode 
accoutrements; [hom ke looked upon before as very tet rFellows:" 

That preſently then, Sir Wilzam told him he was very much 
troubled tor the premunire he had brought himſelf into; for that Ryzher 
and Codan were dome to depoſe upon Oath, that he had attempted 
ſeveral times to corrupt them with Money, and other Rewards to 
{wear Sodomy agdinſt ho Dake of Buckingham. | 

Thatupon Mr. Blood's making ſtrange of it, Codan ſtarted up and 
confirmed the ſame. 

That thereupon Mr, ro ask'd them how they could be ſo impu- 
dent, asto invent ſuch a thing againſt him whom they had never ſeen 
but once at Heaven, and another time with Door. Chamberlain 2 

That thereupon Mr.- Whitaker-and-Mr: Fentyftood up; armdtvid 
Mr. Blood be honeſt, and juſt, and Confeſs, To whom Mr. Blood 
repl'd, You that have begn mrs. __ laſt employed to Aſperſe 
me, and could you find ache r iefvengon than this ? 

That after this, Mr, Blgod directing; his Diſcourſe to Sir mo. 

Waller, 
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Waller, deſired of him to know the meaning of the whole tory, which 
was a thing ſo unknown to himſelt. Upon which Mr. Whzaker and 
Mr.. Jenks, joyntly affirmed Codan and Ryther to be haneſt'men; and 
preſt Sir Wi/lzam tor Juſtice. | | 

That thereupon Sir W://iam defired Mr. Blood very Civilly to put 
in Bail z to which Mr. Blood replied, that he would conſider of it, and 
ſo for that time went about his occaſions. 

.That the. next morning he went to Sir Wi/liam's: Houſe, for a 

py of his Mittimus, which at length was granted him. 

'That the next day he was met by a Conſtable, who told him he had 
a Warrant againſt him from Sir Wi/liam Waller, miſtaking a Mittimus 
for a Warrant, and thereupon he went away with the Conſtable to a 
Tavern where he continued under reſtraint of the Conſtable ſeveral 
hours, 

That while he was under Cuſtody, Sir William orgs ſive of ſome 
miſtake, as is pretended, ſent one of the Witneſſes to the Conſtable, 
to know how he had diſpoſed of Mr. Blood, and whether he had car- 
ried him to Priſon; Who made anſwer, that he had not ſufficient Au- 
thority for ſo doing, and that Mr. B/ood might bring him into trouble 
for ſo doing, as not having been carried before a Juſtice of Peace, as 
he ought to have been firſt of all. 

That thereupon the Witneſs went back to Sir W:4zam, and not lon 
after returned to the Conſtable, and brought him a Warrant to ſeiſ 
Mr.-Blood, and for want of Bail to carry him to the Gate-hoyſe. 

That upon that Warrant Mr. Blood gave in Bail before Sir W:1l:am 
Poultney to anſwer the Accufation. 


F c* a which Accuſation Mr. Blood with the reſt were found 
uilty. - 
The Verdict being given in againſt them, hisGrace the Duke ofBuck- 
inghaw lays a great Action of Scandalum Magnatum againſt Mr. Blood, 
whereby he was forced for Refuge to the X7zngs Bench; where will 
leave him until the next Term at which time I ſhall be farther Capaci- 
tated to enlarge upon'this Subject ; and whereas at this time I have ac- 
uainted you of things concerning this buſineſs only by Report, I 
all endeavour'to become a more nearer Inſpetor my ſelf as to what 


may enſue upon the whole, that in all things I may approve my ſelf, 


SIR, 


Tours ready to be Commanded, 


R. H, 


[1] 
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| Poſtſcript. 
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Make no doubt, but as the foregoing account of the moſt re- 

markable paſlages of the Life of Mc. Blood, did in ſome mea- 

ſure ſatisfie your curiolity z ſo likewiſe by what I promiſed in 

the concluſion, it left you -in expeQation of more : And in- 

deed, I reſolved to have made what uſe | could both of my 
own, and Friends acquaintance with him, to have procured a true 
information of many other material, though minuter occurrences of 
{o ſingular a Life; which no man but the perſon himlelt was able ta 
give, with the true light of thoſe circumſtances that made them, as 
to him, obſervable, who ſeldom or never ſet about any thing which 
was not inſpired by ſomewhat above the common principles ot con» 
duct : But the laſt term of humane Lite, has prevented the term 
wherein (as I told you) [ hoped to have been capacitated to give 
you a larger account of that ſubje<C&t; and the Death of that noted 
man conf11es now my Relation to what «preceded and was ſubſequeat 
to his end, 

I left him in the Kings-gench, into which he had turned himſelf 
over by a Hub-as Corpys from the Gate hou'e 5 but his (tay was not 
long there, for having given ſecurity for his Impriſonment, he re- 
turned to his own Houſe in the Bowling- Alley in Weſtminſter, not 
far from the Houſe of Sir Wiliam Waler, Wanen he was thus retired 
unto the quiet receſs of his owa private habitation, he begin with 
more than ordinary concern to retfl:& upon his condition, both as ro 
his perſonal Reputation, and the intereſt of his Family ; the oqe he 
ſaw extreamly blaſted, not through any iaju'tice of the Court, but 
( as he ſtill affirmed ) the malice of Enemies; and the other in a pro- 
bable way of ruine, partly by diſapaiatment from Debt or-, eſpect- 
ally when he ſtood moſt in need of his own 3 and partly by that hea» 
vy and crulhing Aﬀtion of Ten thouſand pounds which his Grace the 
Duke of Buck:ngham thought fit to lay upon him, for his having latd 
a ſcandal on a Peer of his Grace®s quality. | ' | 

T heſe diſmal thoughts a{ſau)ting a man of his high ſpirit, (that by 
the circumſtances he was in then, Bae no probability of getting out 
of the mire by his former methods of contriving and daring, but 
perceived himſelf in a manner manacled at this time, whereas in all 
the ather exigencies of his life he had conſtantly truſted to his hands 
and action ) brought upon him a penſive paſſion of -Melancholly, the 
uſual Rock on which great and aſpiring Spirits at laſt ſplit: and the 
ſickly ſea(on of the year having fitted his body for the impreſſions of 
a diſcontented mind, he fell ſick of a' fatal, though no violent di- 
ltemper. | 

His ſickneſs laſted fourteen days ; during which, he was often vi- 
lited by ſome of my acquaintance, and particularly by a Miniſter rhat 
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went to adminiſter to him what ſpiritual aſſiſtance he found him capa. 
ble of : This perſon acquainted we, that he found him apparently in 
a ſedate temper of mind as to the concerns of his Soul, nothiag ſtartled 
at the apprehenſions of approaching deathz that he told him he had ſet 
his thoughts in order, and was ready and willing to obey, when it 
pleaſed God to give him the laſt call; bur that he defired not to ſpend 
much time in diſcourſe, as being neither ſuitable to his condition nor 
humour : And indeed for the remaining time of his lickneſs ( except 
in ordering his domeſtick affairs ) he ſeemed always unwilling to be 
engaged in any conference z but continued in Bed, like one who ſuf- 
fered more under the diſcipline of a diſcontented heart, than the vio- 
lcace of any bodily diſtemper, which many times appeared by thole 
unvoluntary ſighs, that in the intervals, betwixt his frequent (lum- 
bers, he was obſerved to fetch. On Monday before his death he was 
taken {peechleſs, and continued fo, in a kind of Lethargze, without 
much motion or aQion, unleſs a drowhe heaving and tetching for 
breath, until Wedveſday the 24th of Arguſt, about Three of 
the Clock in the afternoon, at which time he expired. 

It hath been given out by ſome { according to the manner of this 
cenſorious age ) that he made uſe of ſome Narcotick and ſtupifying 
Medicines, either to haſten or facilitate his death ; and they would 
ground their preſumptions ( for evidence have they none ) upon his 
drowtine(s and inſen(ibility during the laſt days of his ſickneſs : from 
what cauſe that torpor proceeded, is the proviace of Phyſiclans to 
determine ; but that every one who dyes 1n that manner muſt have 
had recourſe to Art, I think none dare affirm; and therefore no man 
ought, on partial conjeCtures, to judg raſhly of one, who had the 
courage not to deſpair in the worſt circumſtances of lite, and far leſs 
ſhould be thought to do it, on a death-bed of no painful ſickneſs. 

An Arrow out of the ſame Quiver, 1s another malicious report, that 
he dicd a Papiſt ; but it would be needleſs to produce the teſtimonies 
of perſons beyond exception, who were conſtantly with him in his 
ſickneſs to refute this aſperſion, fince the education, paſt life, and in- 
tereſt of Collonel Blood at this time, may be ſufficient to convince all 
candid and unprejudiced men, that this ſurmiſe is but a calumny raiſ- 
cd by thoſe enemies of his, who would willingly have had him worle 
than they could make him. 

On Friday after his death he was decently interred in the new 
Chappel by T#ttle-fields, near the place where his Wite lies buried, in 
hopes of a more joyful reſurrefion than his body ſoon after met with; 
For a rumour that came abroad, that ſome perſons had ſeen Mr. Blood 
alive, and that the report of his ſickneſs, death, and ceremony of his 
burial, was but a Farce and piece of Pageantry to carry on ſome de- 
fign 3 his Body was on Thurſday after diſinterred, and the Coroner 
with his Jury appointed to fit upon, and take cognizance of the ſame. 
The Coroner accordingly, with his Jury, who are all, or moſt of 
them ſuppoſed to have known the Collonel, met and viewed the Body; 
but found his Face ſo altered and ſwollen in thoſe Six days it had 
ladged in the earth, and fo few lincaments and features of their old 
acquaintance, that they could not agree on their Verdi. And though 
a Captain that was preſent,” and an intimate acquaintance of the - 
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ceaſed Collonel, ſhewed them his Thumb, which by ſome accident he 
had received 11 his life time, had grown to a prodigious bigneſs, and 
was taken notice of by all that kept him company z yer the Jury, not 
thinking it ſo calic to diſcover Collonel Blood by his Thumb, as it was 
of old to know Hercules by his Foot, demurred upon it, and for what 
I can hear, hav« not as yet given 1n their Verdict. 

It 1s not very ({trange that hfeleſs fleſh and blood haſtening to return 
tothe du{t {rom whence it was taken, and ready to diſſolve into putre- 
faftion, (hzuld in Six or Seven days be disfigured beyond kenning 3 
bur it 1s ſumew hat extraordinary, that ſuch a perſon as Mr. Blood, who 
1n all the changes ot a reſtleſs and (hifting life, never wanted a ccm- 
petent ſubliitence for himſelt and Family, ſhould at laſt, after he had 
weathered the greateſt ſtorms of adverlity, made many Friends, re- 
covered the favourot his Prince, ſetled himſelt and Family in a neat 
and ſplendid habitation, and had Money abroad 'in the World, 
that ſuch a one, Ifay, ſhould dye, and have fo inconfiderable a Caſh 
by him, that it would be thought too ſmall a viaticuzs for a Forty- 
miles Journey ; and yet this through diſappointments was his cale, 
which without doubt added no (mall weight to the other preſſures of 
mind that. firſt ſunk, and at laſt broke that great heart, which had 
often deſpiſed the danger of many aſtoniſhing and bold attempts, in 
the courſe of a very ſingular and remarkable life, of Fifty and three 
years duration. 

Characters of men, $7zy, are beſt drawn from their ations; and I 
ſhould be bold to give a judgment of this perſon, after that you have 
had a candid relation of the greatelt atchievements of his life : yet I 
think it may not be altogether preſumptuous, it I offer to affiſt your 
Remarks upon the preceding Narrative, by a rough, yet plain repre- 
ſentation of the ſenle that judicious men, who were acquainted with 
the Collonel better than my ſelf, have had, and (till have of his value. 

He was a man, intheir opinion, fitter to imbroyl than compoſe a 
diſconcerted Society ; to be a mate to ſome hunting Nimerod, rather 
than an aſſiſtant to a peaceful Magiſtrate z not that he wanted a reach 
of underitinding, and with a prompt comprehenſion of things a clear 
and diitinguiſhing judgment; but his ambitious and reſtleſs ſpirit, 
ſuitably lodged in a (trong and vigorous body, always direGed his 
thoughts.to ſuch ſtirring and ative counſels, as not only were incon- 
ſiſtent with temper and mildneſs, but required a neceſſary concur- 
rence of undaunted reſolution, with plodding ſagacity, before they 
could be brought to effett : And indeed his heart and head clubb'd 
ſo equally, and kept fo true a pace together 1n all his undertakings, 
that if the great things he ſet about failed of the projected ſucceſs, 
yet they were (till brought ſonear an iſſue, that Providence ſeemed 
concerned, by defeating them at the laſt nick, to make good that 
Oracle of Scripture, That God brings to nought the counſels of the wiſe. 
And his deſigns were generally laid with ſo much artifice, and mana- 
ged with that confidence of undertaking, that in all probability, 
humane and ordinary circumſpection was not ſufficient to way-lay him 
in many of his ſubtil and politick contrivances. 

They cannot deny but that there was great obliquity in his morals, 
fince his moſt noted aCtions can allow of no other appellation, _ 
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that of ſplendid crimes ; but whether the injuries which he always 
pretended to have received, disjoynted the original re&itude of his 
nature and education, by bending him to revenge; or that powerful 
ambition, which ſeems to be the greateſt excels that ſwayed him, ſet 
him upon unuſual methods of conduR, it is (till certain that he purſu- 
cd none of thoſe mean and ſneaking ations, that leaves an indelible 
charaQter of ignominy upon thoſe who would be thought Gentlemen, 
when they trade in the ſteps of Villains. He was indeed for forbid- 
den game, but never on the Kings High-way, always in Royal Parks 
and Forreſts z Crowns, Scepters and Government were his booty ; and 
the ſurpriſing of Caſtles and Vice-Roys his recreation, For compal- 
ſing thoſe great ends, he had a wonderful Art of infinuating into the 
affe&tions of the Leaders of all diſcontented parties; and maugre the 
differences or remonſtrances of the various perſwaſions in Religion of 
thoſe he rallied with, he (till won ſo much upon the minds of the Cz- 
bals, that (unleſs it be of late) he was never ſuſpe&ed'by his Party; 
though it appeared at his laſt, that he either fell back, or had in his 
heart conſtantly adhered to the Religion wherein he was educated. 
In ſum, $ir, when they have conſidered him on every fide, in the 
heat of buſtling, and in the cool of his retreat, which ſeemed only 
to be his quarter of refreſhment, wherein he plotted and laid new 
trains for ation, they think that part of the burletk Epitaph that was 
made on Mr. Prynw, may very fitly quadrate to this famed man: 


That he went through thick and thin, 
Was never out, nor never in. 


And ſo I ſhall leave him to his Judge, and reccommend my ſelf to 
your good wiſhes 3 being 


SIR, 
Tonrrs 


